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Ms ladders in position, Scipio led out his troops from one of
the town gates and attacked him in flank and rear. Quite un-
expected, this attack demoralized Hannibal's raw levies, and,
completely upsetting his plans, forced him to retire to camp;
when hearing that Scipio was in command, and that the Lo-
crians were favorable to him, he left Locri, and ordered Ha-
milcar to evacuate the second citadel and follow him. Scipio
left a garrison in Locri under Pleminius, and returned to
Sicily. Hannibal's Bruttian levies were now of such poor
material that he was often unable to get them to face the
Eoman veteran legions. He had to acknowledge defeat on
more than one occasion from this cause.

The Carthaginian rule had been severe, but Eoman cru-
elty and rapacity surpassed everything the Locrians had so
far endured, and they had good cause to regret the change.
The account of the conduct of the Eoman troops and their
commanders shows that even Eoman discipline could be lax,
and Eoman laws disregarded, among themselves as well as
towards outsiders.

During this year the Macedonian imbroglio was brought
to an end by a treaty of peace with Eome. The Carthagin-
ian senate, too late aware that its failure to sustain Hannibal
had brought about the danger of a new descent upon Africa,
now sent to Philip to urge a fresh invasion of Italy. It was
in vain. A small Macedonian corps sent to Carthage was the
only response. When Carthage could be saved, the senate
would not; now that the senate was willing, Carthage was
beyond saving.

Scipio was not elected consul the succeeding year, B. c. 204,
but was allowed, as proconsul, to continue his preparations
for a descent on Africa. He does not seem to have been
very expeditious about the business. In this he resembled
McClellan, as well as in his popularity. All thinking menilcar the other.with the city legions, four             tius f or Ariminurn, L. JEmilius for Sicily, and Cnseus Octa-
